
 

The 9th Annual International Festival of the Aegean at the Apollo  Opera 
Theater  (149 th  year)  on the Island of Syros, Greece in the Cyclades will be 
ÈÅÌÄ ÆÒÏÍȣ  
 

July 3 to 17, 2013 
 
The per person registration deadline is November 15 , 2012. 
  
The residenc y remains the same as in past years, fourteen nights  total all  
in Syros except for two  nights  in Athens.   There are  optional  all -day 
Island visits to Mykonos  and Paros offered while in Syros and a day trip 
to St. Paul's CORINTH prior to arriving in Athens near the end  of the 
residency.  
   
In July 2013, tÈÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ρφτωΌ Eurosȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÁÔ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ 
exchange rate of $1.26 (January 16, 2012) the Festival package price is 
$2,078 USD.  Note: the dollar amount is set at the time of the first deposit, 
November 15, 2012  depending on the dollar/Euros exchange that day . 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The historic Cyclades are a  large  group of island s located southeast of Athens 
and some 225 islands comprise this group.  Some 40 are inhabited and many 
of them are notable : Santorini, Crete, Mykonos, Andros, Paros, Tinos, to 
ÎÁÍÅ Á ÆÅ×Ȣ  4ÈÅ ȰÃÁÐÉÔÏÌȱ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÓÌÁÎÄÓ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )3,!.$ /& 392/3ȟ 
the city of Hermoupolis.  It is a city of 25,000 inhabitants; the island  has 
some 35,000 residents  in total.  It is a main government and economic  island 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÅÇÅÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ &ÅÒÒÙȭÓ ÓÔÏÐ ÉÎ 3ÙÒÏÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
destinations.  The Apollo Op era Theater is located in the center of 
Hermoupolis, built in 1864 by resident Italians and Greeks.  The first 
ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ςπȟ ρψφτȟ 6ÅÒÄÉȭÓ 2)'/,%44/Ȣ  This 
season is the 149th  anniversary of the Theater.  

 



 

. 

 
July 3 - 17, 2013 

 

MidAmerica Productions,  
Peter Tiboris, Founder and Artistic Director  
The Municipality of Hermoupolis on Syros,  

Mayor Yannis Dekavallas and Cultural Coun cil  President, Yannis Pitaoulis  
 

P R E S E N T 
 

THE NINTH  ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL  
FESTIVAL OF THE AEGEAN  

 

For North American Choruses and Childrenõs Choruses 

ñA Serious Music Festival in a Seriously Beautiful Placeò 
 

The Concerts: 
Will be announced on May 1, 201 2 for July 2013 when the program is approved by the 
Municipality.  Concerts for visiting choirs form the USA, Canada, and Europe have these 
opportunities to perform  as part of this distinguished series : 

 
× In Apollo Opera Theater, a concert with orchestra an d a distinguished  guest conductor.   
Previous works performed have been:  Faureõs REQUIEM, Mozartõs REQUIEM. Schubertõs MASS IN G, 
Theodorakisõ ZORBA, Beethovenõs NINTH SYMPHONY.  With orchestra and soloists.   
Seating capacity of this th eater, called LA PICCOLA SCALA is 400 seats.  In music, the year 2013 is historic 
because it is the 200th anniversary of the birth of Giuseppe Verdi.  To celebrate Verdiõs birth, the opening 
concert on July 8, 2013 will be Verdiõs REQUIEM which will also be done in a second performance on  
July 10, in Apollo Opera Theater.  

 
× In the outdoor Miaoulli Plateia (Piazza) on the steps of the Capitol Building of the Cyclades, a gala concert 
with all of the choirs and orchestra òunder the stars.ó  Last year, CARMINA BURANA occurred with  a chorus 
of 500 and in July 2012 there will be a chorus of 500 for  Beethovenõs NINTH SYMPHONY and John Rutterõs 
MASS OF THE CHILDREN ; with  orchestra and world -class soloists.   
On July 14, 2013 the work will be: Gershwinõs PORGY AND BESS CHORAL SUITE, arranged by Robert 
Russell Bennett.  Seating Capacity 5000+ 

 
× Lastly, solo performances with visiting choirs and their own directors in St. Nicholas Church / Cathedral in 
our òSunset concert Series of Sacred Music in a Sacred Place.ó Choirs perform  
a cappella or with portative organ 20 -25 concerts as part of an extended concert where 4 or 5 organizations can 
be programmed.   
Seating capacity: 1000 

 
Subject to change without notice.        1-27-2012, published 

Winner of the ñFestival of the Year, July 2011 of Greater Greeceò named by the National 
Music and Theater Critics Association of Athens 



 

 

òImagine a place where in every direction you see a view as beautiful as a postcardó 

--Terre Johnson, Birmingham Concert Chorale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Port of  Syros on the approach by ferry  

 

"...the music making is world -class; the Greek island setting is paradise; the venues in the city of 

Hermopoulis are wonderful ; the audience is at capacity and enthusiastic; and the convergence of all 

of these factors are without peer in the world of choral music making."  

--Tim Sharp, Executive Director of the American Choral Directors Association,  
and Conductor/Artistic Director  of the Tulsa Oratorio Chorus  

 
Apollo Theater:   òLA PICCOLA SCALAó 

(Opening Performance: April 20, 1864, Verdiõs Rigoletto) 
Capital City of Hermoupolis on the Island of Syros in the Cyclades  

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, 1848 in Ermoupolis and  
St. George Roman Catholic Cathedral, 1275 AD, in Ano Syros 
Greek Orthodox Church of St. Maryõs Birth, 1867, Xroussa, Syros 

òIts port and capital is likely to put you in mind of Paris, Genoa, maybe even Venice.ó 
-- Arthur Durrell  

 

Apollo Theater, òLa Piccola Scalaó 

 
òSyrosõs performance venues of the Apollo Opera Theater and historic St. Nicholas Church rival any 

such venues in Europe.ó 
--Earl Rivers, Director of Choral Studies and Division Head of Ensembles/Conducting at the University of 

Cincinnati: College Con servatory of Music.  

Orchestra & Soloists:  

ü National Symphony  Opera and Ballet Orchestra of Albania.  
ü Soloists from major international opera houses and concert halls in the USA, Europe, and South America. 
ü Distinguished Guest Conductor s from the USA, and Europe. 
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g  Arrive Athens July 3 / Depart Athens July 17, 2013   h 

 

TOUR ITINERARY  

Tuesday, July 2, 2013: 

ü Depart United States ð overnight flight to Athens (or meet in Athens).  
 
Day 1 - Wednesday - July 3, 2013: 

ü Arrive Athens and be transferred by private coach to Central Athens where you can explore and have lunch on 
your own.  Experience òPlakaó on your own:  Also known as òAgora,ó itõs considered to be the òGreenwich 
Villageó or òOld Townó of An cient Greece.   

ü At 4:00 PM a private coach will take you to the Port of Piraeus where you will board the High Speed Ferry for 
Syros at approximately 5:30 PM, arriving at 8:30 PM in Syros.  Upon arrival at the Port of Syros, MidAmerica 
Productionsõ staff will meet you with private coaches to escort you to your hotel for your first night in Syros.   

Hotels used on the Island of Syros included  and will also be used : 
Dolphin Bay Hotel: www.dolphin -bay.gr 
Francoise Hotel: www.francoise -hotel.com 
Hermes Hotel: http://hermes -syros.com 
Faros Village: www.faros -hotel.com/  
 
Day 2 - Thursday - July 4, 2013: 

ü Breakfast.  
ü Followed by your firs t rehearsal from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM in your hotel.  
ü Remainder of the day free to explore the island or bus to Hermopoulis to see the capitol city of the Cyclades. 

 

Day 3 - Friday ð July 5, 2013: 

ü Breakfast. 
ü 8:45 AM transfer by AC coach bus to Apollo Theater for chorus rehearsals at 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. 
ü Remainder of day free to explore central Hermoupolis or beach time.  

 
Day 4 - Saturday ð July 6, 2013: 

ü Breakfast. 
ü 8:45 AM transfer by AC coach bus to Cultural Center for chorus rehearsals at 9:30 AM to Noon. 
ü Explore the Capitol Building and especially the open market.  

 

Day 5 - Sunday ð July 7, 2013: 

 
ü Breakfast. 
ü 8:45 AM transfer by AC coach bus to Apollo Theater for chorus rehearsals at 9:30 AM to 11:30 PM. 
ü Attend final d ress rehearsal 3:00 PM ð 6:00 PM of opera performance, Verdiõs IL TROVATORE. 
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http://www.dolphin-bay.gr/
http://www.francoise-hotel.com/
http://hermes-syros.com/
http://www.faros-hotel.com/


 
Day 6 - Monday ð July 8, 2013: 

 
ü Breakfast. 
ü Morning rehearsal of Choral Gala Music, at 9:30 AM ð 12:30 PM and 2:00 ð 4:00 PM if needed. 
ü Evening return to hotels by AC coach bus.  Opening concert in Apollo Opera Theater.  

 
Day 7 - Tuesday ð July 9, 2013: 

 
ü Breakfast. 
ü Optional Island Hop to Mykonos, starts at 9:00 AM and return at 9:00 PM.  Details and costs on the òIsland Hopó 

wi ll be published on March 1, 2013.   OR, day free at leisure on Syros.  (Mykonos Island is 45 minutes by ferry 
from Syros.  The Island Hop to Mykonos is not part of the  land package price and therefore paid separately.)  

 

 

Mykonos Island  

 
Day 8 - Wednesday - July 10, 2013: 
 
ü Breakfast. 
ü Morning free  
ü Afternoon rehearsal with piano in the Apollo Theater.  
ü Late afternoon ð dress rehearsal with orchestra, soloists, and guest conductor. 
ü Evening òchoral galaó in Apollo Theater featuring the SATB Chorus and the Childrenõs Chorus.   
ü Return to hotels by AC coach bus. 

 
Day 9 - Thursday - July 11, 2013: 
 
ü Breakfast. 
ü Remainder of the day is free; OR Optional  Island Hop to Paros, to be announced March 1, 2013.   (The Island Hop 

to Paros is not part of the land package price and therefore paid separately.)  
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Day 10 - Friday - July 12, 2013: 
 
ü Breakfast. 
ü Morning rehearsal of all choirs on the music for the concert on July 15, 9:00 AM ð 1:00 PM. 
ü Evening, attend the Sunset Sacred Concert in St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church; then attend the symphonic 

concert in Apollo Theater at 9:00 PM (complimentary admission) based on ticket availability which will be 40 
hours prior to performance.  

ü Return to hotels by AC coach bus. 

 
òSunset Sacred Music Concertó Venues 

 

 
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church  

 
 

 
Saint George Roman Catholic Cathedral  

 
Day 11 - Saturday - July 13, 2013: 
 
ü Breakfast. 
ü Morning rehearsal  with orchestra and soloists. 
ü Return to hotels by AC coach bus. 
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Day 12 - Sunday - July 14, 2013: 

ü Breakfast. 
ü Morning  Chorus dress rehearsal with orchestra in Plateia (Piazza) and acoustic sound-check with orchestra, 

soloists, lighting and sound system.  
ü 10:00 PM concert.  Televised live nationally and taped (pending approval of ERT1). 
ü Late-night return to hotels by AC coach bus.  

 
 

 
Miaoulli Plateia and Syros Capitol Building of the Cyclades  

Location of the Finale Concert on July 14, 10:00 PM, 2013, òUnder the Starsó 
 
 

 
CARMINA BURANA "Under the St ars" - July  17, 2011 

American, Canadian, & European Choirs Unite.  
 
 

 

(Continued next page) 
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Day 13 - Monday - July 1 5, 2013:   Return to Athens  and OPTIONAL trip to CORINTH : 
 
ü Breakfast 
ü Checkout and AC coach bus to Port of Syros for noon return to Port of Piraeus (3.5 hours). 
ü Arrive 3:30 PM to Piraeus and AC coach busses take you to your hotel in Athens.  

ü Remainder of the day free for exploring Athens and Plaka  on your own or . 
ü OPTIONAL tour:  upon the arrival at Piraeus Port ---Gulf of Corinth and St. Paulõs Corinth.  If you choose this 

option (paid separately as it is not included in the 1649 û), an air conditioned bus takes you on a 90-minute trip to 

the Ancient City of Corinth, stopping on the way at the Canal of Corinth ---a spectacular Panama-like passage way 

from one side of Greece to the other.  Then another 30-minutes by bus and you are in Ancient Corinth with your 

special guide.  This was St. Paulõs missionary base for two years, 49 to 51 AD and where the conversion of many 

Jews and Gentiles to Christianity occurred.  The ruins of Corinth are spectacular and it was after his leaving of 

Corinth that he wrote òLetters to the Corinthiansó which is one of the most important writings in the New 

Testament.  After the biblical tour of Corinth you will return to Athens and your hotel but not before stopping 

along the way for a Taverna dinner which is part of the tour.  

 

 
Canal of Corinth  

 

 
Ancient Corinth  ð Home of St. Paul the Apostle  

 

(Continued next page) 
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Day 14 - Tuesday - July 16, 2013:  FINAL DAY ð Afternoon Athens City Tour / Acropolis and Final Farewell Dinner 

Gala: 

ü Breakfast. 
ü Morning free.  
ü Afternoon  - you will be greeted by an English -speaking guide in the lobby of your hotel.  Board an air -

conditioned coach bus and enjoy a tour of Athens, combining many of the city's principal modern and classical 
sights. This tour includes an overview of the modern city and striking contrasts to the remains of its glorious past.  You will 
drive by the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in front of the Parliament House on Constitution Square, the Pan Athenian 
Stadium (site of the first modern Olympic Games in 1896). See vistas of the Presidential Palace (ex. Royal Palace), 
government buildings and striking homes of Athens elite. Drive along Panepistimiou Avenue and view the Catholic 
Cathedral, the Academy, University, National Library and Omonia Square. In contrast, you will visit the Roman Temple of 
Olympian Zeus and the crowning beauty and glory that was Athens, the Acropolis with its many monuments atop its rocky 
base, including the incredible Parthenon, the Propylaea, the Temple of Athena Nike and the Erechtheion with its Porch of 
Maidens.  
  

ü Following the tour, busses will take you to the final farewell dinner òblastó with live music, dance, and floor 
show in Plaka. This includes a four-course meal and after-dinner entertainment; a live five -piece orchestra 
performing with bouzouki, drums, electric guitar, synthesizer and Greek clarinet.  Their repertoire ranges from 
modern European, Latin, and Greek Pop.  The solo bouzouki will be a unique treat for everyoneéyouõll 
recognize the sound since it was made international by òZorbaõs Danceó from Zorba the Greek.  There will also be 
six dancers in Greek traditional costumes from Foustanellas, performing Greek folk dances - Hasapiko, Zeibekiko 
(sailorõs dance), Kalamatiano, and Syrtaki (Zorbaõs Dance).   
Guests will be invited to join them on the stage to learn Greek dancing . As a special treat there will also be a  
belly -dancer (of course G-rated) --The two -hour program will be a blast!  

ü Return to hotel by AC coach bus. 
 

 
 

The Parthenon at the Acropolis  
 
Wednesday ð July 17, 2013: 
 

ü Breakfast. 
ü Check-out of hotel in Athens.  
ü Transfer by AC coach bus to Athens International Airport for your flight back home.  
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